
by Steve Serdikoff & 
Sarah Timmers

There is little about the current at-
torney discipline system that in-

spires confidence, but one of the most
disturbing aspects of lawyer self-regu-
lation is its so called “gag” rules. These
rules require complete confidentiality
in any disciplinary proceeding against
a lawyer, and threaten those who re-
veal information about pending com-
plaints with fines and jail time. While a
few states have recently relaxed their
confidentiality rules, most still shroud
their discipline systems in secrecy.

According to HALT’s recently com-
pleted research, little has changed in the
lawyer discipline system over the years.
Today, only one state, Oregon, allows
public access to the disciplinary process
from the moment the complaint is made
against a lawyer. At the other end of the
spectrum, however, sixteen states, in-
cluding New York and California, pre-
vent public scrutiny until after a final
decision is handed down. 

The remaining twenty-nine states
and the District of Columbia maintain
secrecy within the disciplinary process
until a review board files formal
charges against a lawyer. All of these
states employ some version of the gag

rule to ensure the system’s confiden-
tiality by imposing contempt of court
against those who fail to comply.

All told, a total of forty-five juris-
dictions across the country conduct a
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by Steve Serdikoff

Chances are you recently received
a notice in the mail from your

bank or financial service company
about a new financial “privacy pol-
icy” or “opt-out policy.” Although
these notices probably sounded like a
sales pitch for the financial institution,
they were required by new federal
laws giving you some minimal rights
to protect the privacy of your
financial information. These
notices and the information
they contain are very impor-
tant and have an impact on
how the financial institutions
you deal with will be allowed
to use the information they
keep about you.

The new financial privacy
policies sent by banks give
you the opportunity to limit
the amount of financial infor-
mation about you that your
bank can share or sell to other
institutions. However, be-
cause of the way Congress
chose to write the law, the bur-

den is on you to “opt-out.” In other
words, you must tell your bank that
you don’t want them to share your fi-
nancial information. Otherwise, they
are allowed to use it as they wish. It is
very important that you pay attention
to your bank or financial institution’s
policy regarding your financial data.
This information is used to determine

What You Need to Know 
About Your Financial Privacy

Hot Off the Presses!
Two new brochures are available from

HALT: Before You Hire a Lawyer,
Know Your Rights
and Collaborative
Law, A Better Way—
Resolving Divorce &
Other Disputes. To
get your free copy,
call toll-free at (888)
367-4258, write to
HALT, 1612 K Street,
NW, Ste. 510, Wash-
ington, DC 20006 or
download a copy from 
our website www.halt.org.
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secret review process against an ac-
cused lawyer. The confidentiality re-
quirements continue to protect
lawyers in most states despite the fact
that several state courts have struck
down gag rules as a violation of the
U.S. Constitution’s First Amendment
protections of free speech. Courts in
Florida, New Hampshire and West
Virginia have found gag rules uncon-
stitutional and forced the state bar to
modify their confidentiality require-
ments. While the modified rules in
these states make the disciplinary
process more open to public review,
they do so only after a review board
has found “cause to proceed” against

the attorney—a finding that the com-
plaint indeed has merit and should be
investigated further. 

HALT’s long fight to open the
disciplinary process to the public
continues. HALT’s Lawyer Ac-
countability Project has recently
submitted comments to the state bars
of Virginia and Wisconsin, asking
for the legal discipline process to be
open to the public. Further, HALT
has sought to make lawyers account-
able under consumer fraud statutes
as an alternative and more effective
means of holding lawyers responsi-
ble for misconduct. To learn more
about gag rules, visit HALT’s web
site, www.halt.org. ■
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your credit rating which can affect
your ability to buy a house or car in
the future.

Unfortunately, as important as these
notices are to you, they can be very dif-
ficult to read and understand. Although
these notices are required by law, there
is no standard form or language re-
quirement. Thus every bank’s notice
will be worded differently.

Readability consultant Mark Hoch-
hauser read 60 privacy notices sent by
financial institutions nationwide, rat-
ing them on how easy they were to
read and understand. Every one of the
60 notices was rated as “difficult” to
read or worse in terms of grammar
and vocabulary complexity and writ-
ing style, leading Dr. Hochhauser to
conclude that all of the notices he re-
viewed were “poorly written” and
that several would be “illegible” to
some consumers because of design
and layout problems.

These concerns have prompted nu-
merous consumer organizations and
privacy rights groups to petition fed-
eral financial organizations, includ-
ing the Federal Reserve, the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission and
the FDIC, to require financial institu-
tions to make their opt-out notices
and mechanisms more clear and un-

derstandable. In their petition, these
groups note that it is especially cru-
cial that such notices be easy to un-
derstand given that Congress chose to
place the burden of telling the bank
not to sell financial information on
the consumer. While the purpose of
requiring banks to issue such privacy
notices was intended to protect con-
sumers from having their financial
information shared without their
knowledge, many consumer groups
feel that by not requiring simple clear
language in these notices, Congress
has undermined the effectiveness of
these laws.

Regardless of how the notice is
worded, federal law requires that the
bank give you a clear option to “opt-
out” if you don’t want your informa-
tion shared. Usually this will come in
the form of a return letter or toll-free
number. If you threw out this informa-
tion or if you don’t remember receiv-
ing it, don’t worry, your right to “opt-
out” is ongoing and you can do so at
any time. Remember, however, that if
you haven’t opted-out within 30 days
of receiving the notice, the bank is free
at that point to share your financial in-
formation. So if you wish to be sure
that no more of this information is di-
vulged by your bank, you should con-
tact them immediately. ■

Privacy, Continued from page 1



FLORIDA COURT SCORES
ONE FOR HOMEBUYERS…
In a resounding victory for homebuy-
ers, Florida’s 4th District Court of Ap-
peals has held that banks are responsi-
ble for the promises they
make to customers
whom they assist
in purchasing a
home. Accord-
ing to Judge
Fred A. Ha-
zouri, a bank’s
responsibilities
include making
good on assurances concern-
ing the safety and maintenance of a
home during the closing of the deal.
As Judge Hazouri put it, a bank has a
duty to an individual when it “knows
or has reason to know that the cus-
tomer is placing his trust and confi-
dence in the bank and is relying on the
bank to counsel and inform him.”

By holding banks accountable for
both what they do and what they
promise, the Florida Court of Appeals
correctly places the focus of justice
where it is most needed—protecting
vulnerable consumers.

…AND FLORIDA BAR TAKES
ONE SMALL STEP FOR LEGAL
CONSUMERS
Floridians also received some good
news. In June, the Florida Bar’s profes-
sional ethics committee voted 17-14 to
allow Florida attorneys to aid clients in
receiving “litigation loans.” This ac-
tion allows lower-income people to ob-
tain funding for a lawsuit from a litiga-
tion funding company.

If the case is successful, the client re-
pays the loan. If the client fails, however,
they are not liable for the principal or in-
terest. These funds offer low-income
persons seeking legal service extra help
getting their cases heard in court.

JUDICIAL SCOFFLAWS
Thirteen federal judges are following
the lead of U.S. District Judges
William Acker and U.W. Clemon by
refusing to pay an occupational tax in

Jefferson County, Alabama.
Acker and Clemon have
refused to pay the tax
since its inception in
1987. They argue that

the federal judiciary
should be exempt from

business taxes that they be-
lieve are efforts to regulate

them. On May 29, 2001, the U.S.
Supreme Court let stand an 11th Cir-
cuit Court ruling that stated the tax is
constitutional.

Jefferson County officials first
sued the federal judges and others in
1992 for failing to pay the tax. The
case made it to the U.S. Supreme
Court in 1999 and was decided in the
county’s favor.

Judge Clemon said he was “as-
tounded” that people assume he’s dis-
obeying the high court by not handing
over tax money to the county. “ There is
no court order anywhere that requires
me and Judge Acker to pay the occupa-
tional tax,” Clemon said. “I send people

to jail for disobeying court orders.”
While technically true, when the

high court’s order filters down to the
District Court, an order stating how
much Acker and Clemon’s owe in
taxes is expected.

…MORE ON JUDGES
A new program, established by the
Texas’ State Commission on Judicial
Conduct, is identifying judges who suf-
fer from alcoholism, chemical depen-
dency or mental illness in an effort to
get them the help they need before their
problems cost them their jobs. Cur-
rently there are 3,450 judges in Texas.

The Amicus Curiae Program doesn’t
actually provide counseling or treat-
ment but helps judges find the services
they need. The program uses judges
from around the state to serve as men-
tors to impaired colleagues.

According to Margaret Reaves, the
Commission’s Executive Director,
judges who’ve engaged in misconduct
can’t avoid sanctions by seeking help
through the Amicus Curiae Program.
“This is not a free walk for a judge who
has committed misconduct.”

— compiled by Brian Downing &
Theresa Meehan Rudy

Summer 2001 theLegalReformer• 3

LegalReformNews

HALT Program Director Theresa
Meehan Rudy attended this

year’s Consumer Federation of Amer-
ica’s conference and policy making
discussions. On behalf of HALT,
Rudy proposed and CFA adopted pol-
icy language that seeks to expand the
type and kind of legal services avail-
able to America’s most vulnerable cit-
izens. Thanks to HALT’s efforts,
CFA’s policy manual now includes
the following language:

“Other innovative alternatives for

low income consumers, including the
unbundling of legal services, do-it-
yourself legal software, books and
form kits, online legal advice and as-
sistance, and legal telephone hotlines
are encouraged. The services of quali-
fied independent paralegals and other
non-traditional legal service providers,
alternative dispute resolution programs
and community outreach programs of-
fered by law schools and other legal
service programs should also be en-
couraged and publicized.” ■

Building Consumer Coalitions



by Theresa Meehan Rudy

The latest in a series of backsliding
actions by the American Bar As-

sociation’s House of Delegates finds
them voting not to require lawyers to
put their fee agreements in
writing with the exception
of contingency fees.
The ruling was made
by the House of Del-
egates at this year’s
ABA Annual Meet-
ing in Chicago.

This same body has,
over the past few years,
voted to continue the ban
on multidisciplinary prac-
tices—a HALT-supported reform that
expands consumer choice and cuts legal
costs by allowing nonlawyers to pro-
vide some legal services and, in a sepa-
rate House action, voted 305 to 118 to
strengthen enforcement statutes that pro-
hibit the “unauthorized practice of law.”

“An attorney’s first advice to a
client is often ‘get it in writing,’but the
ABA is keeping a gigantic loophole
for lawyers,” said HALT Executive
Director, Jim Turner. “Legal ethics

should include sound business
practices: like written employ-

ment contracts for lawyers.
Until they do, it’s still
buyer beware.”

The House is con-
sidering changes to the
Model Rules of Profes-

sional Conduct pro-
posed by the Commission

on Evaluation of the Rules
of Professional Conduct (Ethics

2000). The House voted on rules
from the Preamble through Rule
1.10 and so far has approved all but
a few of the Commission’s recom-
mended changes.

The vote to strike the writing re-
quirement in Model Rule 1.5 is a big

blow to legal consumers because it re-
stores the rule to its original “tooth-
less” language which states that fees
and expenses should be communicated
“preferably in writing.”

The entire Ethics 2000 report will
eventually be voted up or down once
all proposed amendments have been
considered. That final action is not ex-
pected for several years. ■

ABA Clings to 19th Century Ethics
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● August 18, 2001,
WTOP radio, featured

HALT’s Collaborative Law project
on their news program, interview-
ing HALT’s Associate Counsel,
Tom Gordon.
● August 29, 2001, The Washington
Times, referred readers to HALT for
copies of its new brochures on collab-
orative law and lawyer shopping.
● August 15, 2001, The Washington
Times, mentioned HALT’s Collabora-
tive Law project in John McCaslin’s,
Inside the Beltway column.
● August 10, 2001,The Los Angeles
Times, quoted HALTAssociate Coun-
sel Tom Gordon in a piece titled,
“Aided by the Internet, Self-Help
Law Matures.”
● August 9, 2001, WOR-AM, The
Dolans, a nationally syndicated radio
show, referred call-in listeners with
legal questions to HALT.

● July 26, 2001, Overlawyered.com,
featured HALT’s article on the Mary-
land Small Claims Court veto by
Glendening.
● July 25, 2001, KNZR radio (Bak-
ersfield, CA), interviewed HALTAs-
sociate Counsel Steve Serdikoff for
their morning show, regarding the
Legal Consumers Bill of Rights Pro-
ject and UPL.
● June 2001, GettingAmericaBack.org,
reprinted two articles from HALT in
their Legal Reform segment.
● June 11, 2001, The National Law
Journal, published a Letter to the Ed-
itor by Executive Director Jim Turner
condemning a piece lauding D.C. Su-
perior Court Judge Tim Murphy.
● May 31, 2001, Star Tribune (MN),
the Buyer’s Edge columnist wrote
about using self-help legal publications
and referred readers to HALT’s books,
Do-It-Yourself Law andWills. ■

Recent Press Coverage

Attention 
HALT Members
in Maryland

by Tom Gordon

In the wake of a shocking veto of
small claims reform legislation by

Maryland Governor Parris Glendening,
HALTplans to lead an effort to overturn
that executive action when the Mary-
land legislature reconvenes next year.

HALT will be working with legisla-
tors to make this bill a priority when
they reconvene in Annapolis next year.
“It’s important that one special interest
group—the trial lawyers—not be al-
lowed to override the wishes of the
people of Maryland,” said HALT Ex-
ecutive Director Jim Turner.

Maryland House Bill 546, which
would have raised the jurisdiction of
small claims courts from $2,500 to
$5,000, passed both houses unani-
mously, only to be vetoed by Glenden-
ing at the end of the term. Glenden-
ing’s veto message acknowledged that
he vetoed the bill at the request of the
Maryland Trial Lawyers’Association.

Overriding a veto requires a three-
fifths vote of each chamber of the
Maryland legislature. The vote must
take place at the first legislative ses-
sion after the veto. Since the veto took
place after the legislature had ad-
journed for 2001, the veto must be
considered on the date the legislature
reconvenes—January 9, 2002. ■



by Tom Gordon

We the People, a self-help legal
service center with franchises

nationwide, is quickly establishing a
reputation as a place for a person to
handle simple legal matters at a rea-
sonable price. The franchises charge
consumer-friendly prices for matters
that don’t require an attorney, such as
simple wills, bankruptcies and uncon-
tested divorces. The total price for any
of these services with We the People is
usually only a few hundred dollars,
compared to the thousands of dollars
an attorney can charge for such ser-
vices. However, such competition is
never welcomed by the legal establish-
ment, and the organization is facing
lawsuits from the organized bar as it
grows more successful.

According to Jason Searns, We the
People’s general counsel, state bars
have brought lawsuits against the or-
ganization in three of the fourteen
states where it has franchises—Illi-
nois, Pennsylvania and Connecticut.
Another four or five states are consid-
ering suits, he added. The cases usu-
ally claim that We the People has en-
gaged in fraud or the unauthorized
practice of law.

In Illinois, the suit is part of a cam-
paign by Herbert H. Franks, the imme-
diate past-president of the Illinois State
Bar Association, to crack down on non-

lawyer assistance with legal services.
The Illinois Bar filed a complaint about
unauthorized practice of law by the We
the People franchise in McHenry
C o u n t y — F r a n k s ’
home—shortly after it
opened. After the com-
plaint was filed, a judge
in McHenry County re-
fused to finalize any 
divorces in which the pa-
perwork had been com-
pleted by We the People,
even when there were no
problems with the way the forms had
been prepared.

In response to this tactic, We the Peo-
ple responded in a manner that Searns
describes as “similar to civil rights cases
in the sixties,” when Jim Crow laws pre-
vented citizens from voting. Asupervis-
ing attorney from We the People would
appear in court, free of charge, to shep-

herd the cases through the court system.
The judge, however, has in some in-
stances refused to finalize cases even
with the attorney present. We the Peo-

ple’s national umbrella
organization retains a su-
pervising attorney in
each state to answer cus-
tomers’ legal questions at
no extra charge.

Ira Distenfield, chair-
man of We the People
since 1993, claims that
the reason the bar asso-

ciations have attacked his organization
is not to protect consumers, but to pro-
tect their own profits. He estimates
that last year his Santa Barbara store
alone saved its customers $2.9 million
that would have otherwise gone to at-
torneys’ fees. “Every state bar in the
country wants us out of town but
we’re here to stay.” ■

Affordable Help from We the People
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by Tom Gordon

CHEERSTO NOLO.COM
Nolo, the nation’s leading publisher
of legal self-help books and software,
won the 2001 Webby Award for Best
Government and Law Site on the
Web. Nolo’s web site offers users
plain-English legal information on a
variety of subjects, including legal,
personal finance, business, work-
place, estate planning and other con-
sumer topics. The Webby Awards are
in their fifth year of honoring the
most creative and innovative web
sites. You can buy specially dis-
counted Nolo publications through
HALT’s website, www.halt.org.

JEERSTO THE UNITED STATES
SUPREME COURT
The Supremes refused to hear the case
of Marilyn Arons. Arons’ story is fa-
miliar to longtime legal reform sup-

porters. Arons, who is not an attorney,
provided free assistance to parents of
Pennsylvania, New Jersey and Dela-
ware special-education students in
preparing for educational placement
hearings under the federal Individuals
with Disabilities in Education Act, un-
til Delaware prosecuted her for unau-
thorized practice of law. The Supreme
Court’s decision leaves in place a rul-
ing by the Delaware Supreme Court
that she may not continue to give free
assistance in that state. ■

Cheers and Jeers

“Every state bar 
in the country
wants us out of
town but we’re
here to stay.”

— IRA DISTENFIELD

HALT’s Summer
2001 Interns

Sarah Timmers, left, and Patty Seo.



Today, most people with legal
questions or problems can find

the help they need without consulting a
lawyer or turning to the law library. 

The Internet is a great resource for
getting help, as are a growing number
of self-help legal publications and soft-
ware packages.

There are times, however, when
the best place to find the answers to
your legal questions—outside of hir-
ing a good lawyer—is a law library.
If that’s the situation you’re in, here’s
a quick guide to some of the legal re-
search tools you can find in a law li-
brary. For more in-depth informa-
tion, see HALT’s book Using the
Law Library.

Legal Dictionaries
Legal dictionaries, which define and ex-
plain thousands of legal terms, are used
exactly as their plain-language counter-
parts. Some are written for lawyers, such
as Black’s Law Dictionary, and others
are in plain language, such as The Dic-
tionary of Legal Terms.

Legal Encyclopedias
These multi-volume sets are probably
the most accessible secondary research
source. They are organized alphabeti-
cally by category and sub-category, and
some include cross-references and bib-
liographies that can lead you directly to
the answers and primary sources you’re
looking for. Among the most widely
used encyclopedias are the Corpus Ju-
ris Secundum (C.J.S.), American Ju-
risprudence (Am. Jur.) and American
Law Reports, (A.L.R.).

Looseleaf Services
Looseleaf services provide a host of
research material, including case
law, statutory law and administrative
law. They are updated regularly (of-
ten weekly) and function as reporters
organized by subject matter rather
than jurisdiction.

Treatises or Hornbooks
Treatises, or hornbooks, are written by
legal experts. Each covers an entire
body of law, such as contracts, civil
procedure, wills and trusts, etc. They
usually are published in a single vol-
ume, although some consist of several
volumes. Abetter bet for the layperson

might be the Nutshells, published by
West Publishing Company. Written in
plain language, titles include Constitu-
tional Law, Workers’ Compensation
and Employee Protection Laws and
Administrative Law.

Form Books
Form books are collections of sample
forms used in legal transactions, such as
standard contracts, power-of-attorney
agreements, pleadings and other court
papers. They are of two types: general
(for all aspects of legal practice) and
subject-related (for a single topic or area
of law). American Jurisprudence Form
Books and West’s Form Books are two
of the more general ones in use.

Practice and Procedure Books
These are like form books but put
greater emphasis on the drafting of doc-
uments needed for a court case and un-
derstanding the procedure in a specific
jurisdiction. Some are geared to federal
court practice, others to practice in a

specific state. They help mostly with
procedural matters but can also help an-
swer substantive legal questions. They
are a must for anyone involved in liti-
gation. Examples of state practice and
procedure books are Michies on Vir-
ginia Practice and Goodrich and Am-
ram on Pennsylvania Practice. Federal
practice books include American Ju-
risprudence and West’s series.

Case Digests
Digests are collections of short de-
scriptions of cases organized by sub-
ject. They include state-specific di-
gests, regional digests, federal law
digests and digests that combine all of
these. Each one collects all of the case
law for a certain jurisdiction on a spe-
cific subject. Their pocket parts are
supplements added to make sure you
have access to the most recent cases.
Almost all law libraries subscribe to
one or more digest services.

Law Journals
Seasonal law journals, published by
law schools and lawyers’ trade associa-
tions, treat specialized areas of law,
such as tax law or labor law. Others are
general. Many of the articles are writ-
ten by legal scholars and law profes-
sors. Some are on arcane points of law,
but others summarize the law on a cer-
tain point with footnotes that lead you
to primary sources.

Online Legal Research
Most law libraries will offer re-
searchers access to the Internet. The In-
ternet is an inexpensive alternative to
commercial databases such as Lexis
and Westlaw for finding primary legal
materials such as U.S. federal and state
statutes, bills, cases and regulations.
Two outstanding sites, which contain a
wealth of legal information, are Find-
law.com (www.findlaw.com) and Cor-
nell Law School’s Legal Information
Institute (www.law.cornell.edu). ■
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Using Your Local Law Library
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From the
Mailbox
Dear HALT,

I have a couple of legal questions
I’d like to learn some more about but I
don’t want to pay a lawyer to do it.
Problem is, I’m a bit intimidated by
law libraries. Any suggestions?

Fearful in Framingham

Dear Fearful,
You may not need to step into a law

library to get the answers you seek.
Depending on the complexity of your
legal question, you might find what
you’re looking for in a “self-help” or
“do-it-yourself” law publication at
your local bookstore. HALT’s book,
Do-it-Yourself Law, evaluates current
titles (books, form kits and software)
and can direct you to publishers that
do the best job of covering legal topics
such as estate planning, family law,
and real estate. Many titles include
state-specific information such as the
rules governing the probate process in
all 50 states.

If you find your question isn’t ad-
dressed (or is, but not as fully as you’d
like), try doing legal research online.
The Internet provides a quick and in-
expensive way to find legal materials
such as U.S. federal and state statutes,
bills, cases, regulations and legislation.
Two excellent places to start your legal
research online are: www.findlaw.com
and www.law.cornell.edu (sponsored
by Cornell Law School).

Still no luck? Don’t rule out a visit
to your local law library (probably
housed at the nearest law school or
courthouse). Read HALT’s manual,
Using the Law Library, before you go
to get an idea of how law libraries are
organized and the type of legal materi-
als and resources available to you. Law
librarians will point you in the right di-
rection—just don’t expect them to do
research for you or to answer specific
legal questions. If the thought of doing
it on your own still scares you, consider
hiring a paralegal to help you. ■

by Tom Gordon

Need information about small
claims courts in your state? Check

out the small claims resources pages on
HALT’s web site. It has a map of the
United States that allows you to click on
a state to reveal detailed information
about that state’s small claims court. The
site includes not only basic information,
such as the maximum dollar amount of
a claim brought in small claims court
and whether parties are permitted to be
represented by attorneys, but also infor-
mation on how to serve a complaint,
how long it takes for a hearing, transfer-
ring cases out of small claims, and ap-
pealing a small claims verdict.

The recently updated small claims
web pages also include additional re-
sources for those who are involved in
a small claims dispute. Each state has
a listing of the statutes governing its
small claims system, so that a user can
obtain more information about their
state’s small claims procedures, as

well as links to detailed online small
claims brochures, handbooks and
forms. There are also links to articles
from past issues of The Legal Re-
former pertaining to navigating the
small claims process.

Finally, you can use the site to learn
about HALT’s advocacy efforts and re-
search on the small claims system, in-
cluding the latest information on small
claims reform legislation. The site can
be accessed through HALT’s home
page, www.halt.org. ■

Small Claims Court on the Web

by Goldie Heidi Gider

As reported in the Summer 2000
issue of The Legal Reformer, Dee

Bondu continues to pursue her child
support case against the father of her el-
dest daughter. When we last caught up
with Dee, she was in the process of se-
curing a court order for child support.
She obtained the order, directing the fa-
ther to pay back child support from
1994-2000. In addition, her daughter,
as a military dependent and full-time
student, is now receiving full benefits.

Beginning this winter, Dee continued
her work with HALT staff, and our Le-
gal Information Clearinghouse & Attor-
ney Referral Network, to find an attor-
ney in Maine to help her pursue a civil
case to obtain the other twelve years of
back child support. HALT Board Mem-
ber and University of the District of Co-
lumbia Law School Dean Katherine
Broderick helped Ms. Bondu contact the

University of Maine School of Law,
which does a large number of family
law cases. Among the other resources
used were the Maine State Bar Family
Law section for attorney referrals, Cum-
berland Legal Aid Clinic to determine if
they are currently taking pro bono cases,
Volunteer Lawyers Project in Maine,
and the circuit court of Prince George’s
County for background on the case.
With the guidance of Dean Broderick,
Pine Tree Legal and the University’s
Law School, as well as the online re-
sources of Martindale Hubbell, HALT
was able to provide Dee a number of at-
torney referrals in Portland, Maine.

HALT encourages all members to
take charge of their own legal affairs
with the tools and resources provided
by the Legal Information Clearinghouse
& Referral Network. To learn more
about HALT’s  Clearinghouse, visit:
www.halt.org. ■

Child Support Case Update

“Iwould like to thank HALT
for its amicus brief. I have

long considered the right to rep-
resent oneself a prerequisite for
any judicial system that claims
equal access. HALT is providing
an important service to individu-
als and the American judicial
process as a whole.”

Andrew Pickholtz
San Francisco, CA



Book Sale

To purchase any of the titles listed, mail in the Publication Order Form
along with a check, money order or your credit card information to: 

HALT, 1612 K Street, N.W., Suite 510, Washington, D.C. 20006. Or, if it’s 
more convenient, call us toll-free at: (888) 367-4258 and charge your order.

Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. D.C. residents add 6% sales tax.

Publication Order Form

Combined Federal Campaign/United Way # 2206

An Organization of
Americans for Legal Reform

1612 K Street, NW • Suite 510
Washington, D.C. 20006

Non-profit 
Organization
US Postage

PAID
AMI 22304

Title(s) Price

(D.C. Residents: Add 6% Sales Tax)
S&H 1-2 books $3.95/3-4 books $6.00
Additional Gift to HALT

TOTAL

Name: __________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________State: ________Zip: __________

Please charge to my credit card:
❑ Visa              ❑ MasterCard              ❑ American Express

Credit Card No.: ________________________________________________
Expiration Date: ________________________________________________

Signature: __________________________________Date: ______________
Phone Number:__________________________________________________

AFFORDABLE JUSTICE
Learn how to resolve legal disputes
through mediation and arbitration (and
save money while you’re at it).$19.95

HOW TO BUY THE RIGHT
INSURANCE AT THE RIGHT PRICE
Information on getting the best insur-
ance coverage in auto, health, and life
for the best price. $15.00

SMALL CLAIMS COURT
Take it to the judge! How to handle
your case in small claims court whether
you’re suing or being sued. $8.95

FED UP WITH THE LEGAL SYSTEM
Learn what you can do to improve legal
access. Offers a number of suggestions
for reforming the legal system to make
it work for the layperson. $9.95

Return Service Requested

Summer 2001

SALE PRICE: $12.00

Online Estate
Planning Newsletter
Anew estate planning newsletter,

Lifetimes: A Financial and Char-
itable Planning Guide is now available
through HALT’s website. Written in
plain language, it offers a veritable en-
cyclopedia of estate planning, finan-
cial and health-related information.

For those interested in planned giv-
ing, the newsletter explains the various
ways you can give to your favorite
charity (now or sometime in the fu-
ture) and exactly how to do it. Ahandy
“gift calculator” allows you to deter-
mine, for example, the amount of an-
nuity you would receive each year, and
your annual income tax break.

For more information, visit HALT’s
web site and click on the Breaking
News section or find it under the
“About HALT” page. ■

Another Free Brochure!

Confused about recent changes
in the tax law? Don’t be. A

new HALT guide provides an
overview of provisions outlined by
the Economic Growth and Tax Re-
lief Reconciliation Act of 2001.
You’ll learn how tax rates, estate
planning, retirement plans and sav-
ing for college plans are affected.
For your free copy, write to:
HALT, 1612 K St., NW, Suite 510,
Washington, DC 20006.


