
After an intensive nationwide
search, HALT is proud to an-

nounce that Roger Gor-
don, a lifelong entrepre-
neur and long-time public
interest advocate, has been
selected as the organiza-
tion’s new Executive Di-
rector. Gordon took over
the helm on April 1, 2009.

“We’re thrilled Roger
has accepted our offer to
lead HALT into its fourth
decade of existence. He
has a long history of fight-
ing for the rights of private citizens
against powerful government interests
and we’re privileged to have his lead-
ership,” said Conrad Martin, Chair of
HALT’s Board of Directors.

Gordon, who has an MBA from
Northwestern University’s Kellogg
School of Business and is working to-
ward his law degree from George-
town University, previously served as
Executive Director of Urban Solu-

tions, an economic development non-
profit working to revitalize San Fran-

cisco’s Sixth Street
corridor by attracting
community-serving
businesses that also
create jobs. Gordon
turned the small neigh-
borhood agency, which
was in danger of losing
its only source of fund-
ing, into an urban plan-
ning and public policy
leader. Under his direc-
tion, the organization

helped over 100 entrepreneurs raise
nearly $4 million from private and
public lenders, coordinated over 50

public and private property improve-
ment projects and more than doubled
its budget.

Membership development and
fundraising are two functions Gordon
understands well. Both are critical is-
sues for HALT during these economi-
cally challenging times. Gordon has
served in a fundraising capacity on nu-
merous boards. 

In the 1990s, he began publishing a
national publication dedicated to pro-
moting equal opportunity in the legal
profession. After the Wall Street Jour-
nal gave Gordon’s publication the Mi-
nority Law Journal a favorable review,
calling it “good counsel for minority

The Washington Supreme Court is
considering a new and promising

proposal that, if adopted, creates a new
class of nonlawyer legal service
providers called “legal technicians”.

“HALT has long maintained that
trained and experienced nonlawyer
professionals can provide excellent le-
gal services at a fraction of the cost of
what traditional lawyers charge,” ob-
served Executive Director Roger Gor-
don. “If the Supreme Court adopts this
important proposal, it will dramatically
improve access to justice for thousands
of Washington’s residents.”

In written comments, HALT urged
the Court to adopt the proposal but to
streamline, as much as possible, the en-

trance requirements for becoming a legal
technician. The objective of the Court,
HALT argued, should be to rapidly ex-
pand the availability of nonlawyer legal
service providers by creating different
paths to becoming a legal technician.

The impetus for the proposal came
from a 2003 Civil Legal Needs Study
which conclusively showed that thou-
sands of Washington’s moderate and
low income residents “have serious le-
gal problems and cannot get any help
in resolving them.”

Using nonlawyers to address a state’s
legal access problem is not new. For
years California and Arizona have li-
censed and regulated legal document
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preparers who have become a promi-
nent part of their state’s legal landscape.
A2005 HALT-sponsored study showed
overwhelming satisfaction with legal
document preparers among California
Bay Area residents who used their ser-
vices. The reason most often given for
turning to nonlawyers over attorneys
was the projected cost of the service.

Under Washington’s proposal, legal
technicians would not be allowed to
represent people in court, but they
would be allowed to offer a variety of
legal services including interviewing
clients about their problem, explaining
pleadings and forms; conducting legal
research under a lawyer’s supervision,
drafting letters and pleadings and se-
lecting and completing the appropriate
legal forms. The state’s Practice of
Law Board, which promulgated the

rule, is recommending that legal tech-
nicians initially help out in family law
matters. If the program is a success,
and the Supreme Court approves, other
practice areas could be added.

Various consumer protection mea-
sures would also be put into place in-
cluding the requirement that legal tech-
nicians: carry insurance (or prove they
are financially capable of covering
damages), use written contracts that
can be cancelled at any time and ad-
here to ethical rules.

Although the proposal is backed by
the former state bar president and the
state’s Access to Justice Board, indi-
vidual lawyers—including Mark John-
son, the bar’s current president—have
lined up against it. The Court stopped
taking public comment on the proposal
at the end of April and is expected to
issue its ruling before year’s end. �

lawyers,” Gordon licensed the Journal
to American Lawyer/Court TV.

Gordon plans to spearhead HALT
initiatives that will help ordinary citizens
take charge of their own legal affairs,
fight the legal profession’s monopolistic
practices that prevent nonlawyers from
competing with lawyers to provide legal
services and support reforms that hold
lawyers accountable.

“Every system in America—the
health care system, the school system,
even transportation systems—depend
on the legal system. That’s why we
have to make sure it works for us and
that its insiders are held accountable,”
Gordon said.

Gordon, who just two months on
the job has already reached out to
scores of consumer advocates, schol-
ars, sympathetic attorneys and like-
minded organizations, is putting to-
gether a strategic plan to combat the
system’s entrenched legal interests.
Some of his priorities include:

• Supporting entrepreneurs like
Avvo.com, Nolo.com, Virtual Court-
house and LegalZoom—who are mak-
ing the law accessible through books

and online tools for the layperson—by
making their voices heard in Washing-
ton and in state capitals.

• Fighting for nonlawyer profession-
als, such as independent paralegals and
legal document assistants, who have the
knowledge and experience needed to
assist people with their everyday needs
in areas like real estate, bankruptcy and
family law—without charging outra-
geous fees—and lobbying courts to ac-
cept them as practitioners in their fields.

• Exploring new and innovative
ways to hold lawyers accountable such
as pushing courts to certify nonlawyers
as malpractice “prosecutors,” develop-
ing a national “Go To” list of plaintiffs’
legal malpractice attorneys for clients
who have been victimized by lawyers,
and promoting a new set of best prac-
tices for lawyer discipline agencies,
which will include reforms such as in-
creased nonlawyer participation on
disciplinary panels.

“The next 12 months are going to be
full of exciting change for the organiza-
tion,” said Gordon. “If you are a HALT
member and have a concrete idea of
how we can make the legal system work
for us better, I want to hear it!” �

Gordon, Cont. from page 1

Legal Technicians, Cont. from page 1
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MINNESOTA PROPOSES
REFORMS FOR GUARDIANS

Minnesota’s largely unregulated
guardianship system is moving toward
a major overhaul. The Minnesota
House is currently considering a bill
that would vastly improve protections
for seniors under the care of guardians
and conservators.

The bill would introduce a 15-point
bill of rights for wards, including the
right to treatment with dignity and re-
spect, visits with whomever the
ward chooses and the abil-
ity to petition the court
to end the guardian-
ship. Additionally,
the bill would re-
quire guardians par-
ticipating in a new
state registry to alert
the court if they were
convicted of a crime
or removed from a case
by a judge.

Impetus for the Minnesota
bill came after a news report about
Peggy Greer, whose guardian spent
$672,000 of Greer’s money on health
care, attorney fees and other expenses
over two years before Greer was fi-
nally able to convince a judge to re-
store her rights. More than 20,000
Minnesotans are currently under the
care of guardians and conservators.

COMPLAINTS AGAINST
MARYLAND ATTORNEYS DROP

The number of complaints against
Maryland lawyers fell nearly 24 per-
cent in the second half of 2008, com-
pared to the same period in 2007.
“This is a surprising statistic in light
of the recent economic situation,” said
Maryland State Bar Association
Counsel Melvin Hirshman. “You
would expect there are more unhappy
people.”

According to Hirshman, complaints
of lawyer misconduct historically in-
crease when the economy is bad. Also,
the decline came at a time when the
number of lawyers in Maryland in-
creased by over 1,300. Despite the
drop, client communication remains
the most common consumer complaint
against Maryland lawyers.

STATES REVISE CODE OF
JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Six states have new Codes of Judicial
Conduct in place. Delaware,

Hawaii, Indiana, Kansas,
Montana and Ohio used

the American Bar As-
sociation’s Model
Code of Judicial
Conduct to update
their own rules gov-
erning the ethical

standards of behavior
for judges.
The new judicial

codes govern the actions
of judges both in and outside

the courtroom. Revisions common
across these states include limiting the
political and campaigning actions of
judges, restricting extra-judicial be-
havior and placing restrictions on gifts
that judges can accept.

Eight additional states (Arizona,
Arkansas, Connecticut, Minnesota,
New Hampshire, Oklahoma, Utah and
Wyoming) have proposed revisions to
their judicial codes and will work on fi-
nalizing changes this year.

STATES AIM TO RAISE SMALL
CLAIMS LIMITS

Some states are considering propos-
als to raise the dollar amounts required
for cases in small claims courts. New
Hampshire, North Dakota, Hawaii and
Kentucky have all proposed measures
this year to increase these limits, ex-
panding consumer access to the more

simplified and less expensive courts.
New Hampshire and North Dakota

have proposed an increase from $5,000
to $10,000, Hawaii from $3,500 to
$5,000 and Kentucky from $1,500 to
$3,000.

While these proposals will allow for
a broader range of cases to be brought
to small claims court, HALT believes
that people should be able to use the
courts for disputes involving up to
$20,000—about the cost of a typical
automobile. In its Best Practices Re-
port, HALT identified this and 11 other
measures that states should enact in or-
der to have an open and accessible
small claims court system.

HALT SUPPORTS “PEOPLE’S
LAW SCHOOL” IN TEXAS

At the request of former HALT in-
tern and law school student Ryan
Latham, HALT sent several of its self-
help resources to Baylor Law School’s
People’s Law School program.

The March 21 program offered 13
free courses on topics including family
law, elder law, the judicial process and
estate planning. Each People’s Law
course is taught by a Baylor law pro-
fessor or a local attorney and 75 people
attended this year’s event.

“The event is put on to inform Waco
residents about legal issues that they are
likely to be confronted with,” said
Latham. “The People’s Law School in-
forms citizens about what resources are
available to them and how to get started
handling their own legal affairs.”

HALT submitted its Everyday Law
Series articles “Shopping for a
Lawyer,” “Reverse Mortgage-Is It
Right For You” and “Writing Your
Will” as well as several Citizens Legal
Guides and HALT books for use in
these courses.

Compiled by Sarah Wohl, Payum
Mehraiei, Dave Farber and Grace Wong.
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Hawaii is in the forefront of an
emerging trend to narrow the de-

finition of what it means to practice
law. The Hawaii State Bar Association
recently submitted a revised and im-
proved ‘practice of law’ definition to
the Supreme Court of Hawaii after its
original version came under heavy at-
tack from consumer groups, non-
lawyers and federal agencies.

“Hawaii is taking an important step
in the right direction,” said HALT Pro-
gram Director Theresa Meehan Rudy.
“The Bar’s new definition recognizes
the important work nonlawyers do and
ensures that consumers will have ac-
cess to efficient and inexpensive legal
help from various nonlawyer legal ser-
vice providers.”

In its revised version, the Bar adopts
HALT-recommended language that
makes it clear the Bar is only interested
in regulating activities that require an
attorney-client relationship. In recent
years, the Department of Justice, Fed-
eral Trade Commission and the District
of Columbia Court of Appeals have all

called for a practice of law definition
that is limited to services where spe-
cialized legal skills are required and an
attorney-client relationship is present.

The distinction is important be-
cause it means state Unauthorized
Practice of Law committees will train
their sights on people who are pre-
tending to be lawyers through their
actions or advertisements, not on non-
lawyer legal service providers who
make it clear they are not attorneys
and cannot give legal advice or repre-

sent people in court.
The new definition carves out a

lengthy list of activities that are exempt
from unauthorized practice of law re-
strictions, including preparing tax re-
turns, selling legal forms to the general
public, preparing real estate purchase
or sales agreements and selling annu-
ities. HALT voiced its support for the
new definition in commentary submit-
ted at the end of April to the Supreme
Court of Hawaii. The earliest the new
definition can take effect is July 1. �

Hawaii Rethinks Its Practice of Law Definition
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HALT would like to thank Jim Turner for his 11 plus years of
guidance and vision. An outspoken advocate for legal con-

sumers, Jim furthered the cause of legal reform by pursuing pro-
grams to increase consumers’ choice in the marketplace and
strengthen protections against unscrupulous lawyers and judges. Un-
der his direction, HALT gained valuable media attention for its re-
form work, grew its membership and improved its financial stability.
Jim will be missed by his colleagues here at HALT and by legal con-
sumers everywhere. We wish him well. �

Thank you Jim Turner

At HALT’s urging, the 2009 Con-
sumer Federation of America an-

nual assembly recently adopted key
resolutions supporting reforms that
will allow more Americans to settle
small estates affordably and efficiently,
provide consumers with useful online
resources for finding a lawyer and en-
sure that clients are informed when a
lawyer lacks malpractice insurance.

After its Best Practices report found
that most states unreasonably limit sum-
mary proceedings for administering
small estates, HALT persuaded the Fed-
eration to call on states to increase the
monetary ceiling under which con-
sumers may take advantage of affidavit
and summary procedures. In addition,

the 2009 initiative urges government of-
ficials to allow all beneficiaries to bring
these proceedings (not just immediate
relatives), to make these convenient
procedures available for all kinds of
property (including real property) and to
reduce waiting periods so that citizens
can promptly settle small estates.

The Federation also adopted HALT’s
proposal to expand Internet resources to
help consumers find lawyers and assess
their qualifications. “To determine
whether an attorney is qualified to han-
dle a particular matter, a client should
have access to information about the
lawyer’s experience, disciplinary his-
tory and pro bono availability,” said
HALT Program Director Theresa Mee-

han Rudy. “Every state bar and judi-
ciary should include those details in a
user-friendly online database.”

As states across the country con-
sider whether to require uninsured
lawyers to inform prospective clients
that they lack malpractice coverage,
the Federation urged all licensed pro-
fessionals to provide “clear and con-
spicuous written disclosure of the fact
that they are not covered by profes-
sional liability insurance.” With the na-
tion’s highest profile consumer advo-
cates’ support for this resolution,
HALT expects more states to imple-
ment notice requirements so that
clients can make informed decisions
when hiring a lawyer. �

Consumer Federation of America Adopts
HALT-Proposed Reforms
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Nobody likes to have their dirty
laundry aired in public, espe-

cially those whose livelihoods depend
on their reputations. But the D.C. Bar’s
recent threat to sue the owners of the
lawyer rating and referral Web site,
Avvo.com, hurts everyone—even those
who have nothing to hide—because it
fuels cynicism about lawyers and im-
pairs the courts’ oversight of the legal
profession. (“Web Directory of Attor-
neys Upsets D.C. Bar,” Washington
Post, March 9, 2009)

Avvo has compiled membership
and disciplinary records from state
bars across the country on a Web site
that allows prospective clients to
search for lawyers by name, practice
area or location. It also offers client
and peer reviews and a rating system
for each lawyer driven by factors such
as number of years in practice, discipli-
nary record, professional achievements
and industry recognition.  

It is not surprising that some attor-
neys have objected to Avvo posting in-
formation about Washington’s lawyers
for commercial purposes but it is sur-
prising that the D.C. Bar has weighed
in on their side. 

The Bar’s knee-jerk response to en-
trepreneurs who reproduce court
records and make them more accessi-
ble raises the fundamental question of
whom bar associations represent and
how they resolve conflicts between
their members’ and the public’s inter-
ests. If a bar association is to be more
than a mere trade association, they
must embrace and prioritize the public
service component of their self-regula-
tory role in the profession.

Lawyers often forget (and the public
rarely appreciates) that a state bar asso-
ciation is merely an agent of the state’s
highest court, which ultimately is re-
sponsible for admissions and disci-
pline. The relationship works well ex-
cept when the interests of lawyers and

the courts conflict, as they do here. The
D.C. Court of Appeals clearly has an
interest in publicizing its disciplinary
decisions as widely as possible, both to
inform and protect the public and for
its deterrent effect. But just as clearly,
publicity is not in the interests of indi-
vidual attorneys who have been or

might one day be disciplined. By act-
ing in the court’s name to threaten legal
action against a competitive informa-
tion provider, the D.C. Bar behaves
like a cartel.

The Bar’s objection to the use of its
membership rolls by for-profit organi-
zations for solicitation purposes also is
misplaced. There is no right to practice
law or to serve as an officer of the court
in secret. Except for those on inactive
status, persons licensed by the state to
practice law have hung out their shin-
gles for all to see. Whether they are
seen by prospective clients or by
prospective vendors is irrelevant.

This is not to say that the Bar has
not raised some valid concerns. For ex-
ample, it is important that records be
reproduced accurately and updated fre-
quently. But there are better ways to
accomplish those goals than to quaran-
tine data on “official” Web sites. That

smacks of Beijing more than of Wash-
ington. Instead, the Bar should emulate
the Texas and Florida bars and give
Avvo.com and other information
providers electronic files containing
their most up-to-date information each
week. Any concerns about the value of
publicizing ancient infractions should
be brought to the Court itself. The
Florida Supreme Court, for example,
publishes only the most recent 10 years
of disciplinary records.

The other valid concern raised by
critics is that, unlike published pro-
files written and paid for by lawyers,
third-party ratings might include less-
than-complimentary information, in-
cluding unfair reviews written by dis-
gruntled clients. But as every
first-year law student learns, the pur-
pose of the First Amendment is not to
protect agreeable speech. Avvo’s for-
profit nature deprives it of the First
Amendment’s protections, just as
newspapers do not lose them because
they carry advertising. Nonetheless, a
telephone call reveals that Avvo.com,
at least, has procedures for challeng-
ing and removing unfair reviews and
even for allowing attorneys to post re-
sponses and explanations. That is not
surprising because businesses that
seek to build information brands will
take care to ensure quality. Those that
do not will find themselves out of
business, in court, or both. But they
should not find themselves subject to
self-serving enforcement actions
brought in the Court’s name. 

The consuming public wants and
deserves more information about
lawyers and is sophisticated enough to
analyze objective data and client com-
ments and draw its own conclusions.
Now is not the time for the profession
to go into hiding. Rather, it is high time
for openness and accountability.

— Roger Gordon

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S DESK 

D.C. Bar Threatens To Sue Avvo.com

The Bar’s knee-jerk
response to entrepreneurs

who reproduce court
records and make them

more accessible raises the
fundamental question of
whom bar associations
represent and how they

resolve conflicts between
their members’ and the

public’s interests.
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Many property-rich, cash-poor
seniors turn to reverse mort-

gages to get the extra cash they need
to supplement their retirement in-
comes. Unlike a traditional home eq-
uity loan or second mortgage where
you make repayments on the loan
each month, repayment on a reverse
mortgage is not required until you sell
your home, move out permanently or
die. Even well-off seniors, who have
seen their savings decimated by the
recent downturn in the economy, are
starting to take a second look at re-
verse mortgages. 

Also known as a home equity con-
version, a reverse mortgage is a loan
against your home that takes your eq-
uity (the amount your house is worth
minus the debt you owe) and converts
it into cash you can use. You can re-
ceive payments as a lump sum of cash,
a regular monthly payment, or a line of
credit that lets you take out cash only
when you need it. The money can be
used to meet daily expenses, health
care costs, home repairs, travel plans or
other financial obligations.

You must be at least 62 years of age
and live in your own home to obtain a

reverse mortgage. There are no income
or credit requirements and you retain
title to the property as long as you con-
tinue to pay property taxes, insurance
premiums and home repair costs.

But here’s the kicker: unlike tradi-
tional mortgages in which your equity
increases as you pay down the loan—
the amount of home equity you have
decreases as you receive more cash
from your reverse mortgage loan, while
the debt you owe increases.

The amount of equity you maintain
in your home will depend on the size
of the loan you take, how much of the
loan you repay while living and how
much the value of your home in-
creases. If your home needs to be sold
to repay your debt after you die, any
money left over from the sale goes to
your estate.

A new federal housing law, the
Housing and Economic Recovery Act
of 2008, now provides new protections
for those considering reverse mort-
gages—including lower upfront costs,
higher loan limits, protection against
predatory sales practices and manda-
tory counseling so seniors are educated
about their rights.

For more information on the advan-
tages and disadvantages of tapping
your home’s equity for income, read
HALT’s new Everyday Law Series ar-
ticle “Reverse Mortgage: Is It Right
For You?” online at www.halt.org. �

Reverse Mortgage: Is It Right For You?

On April 21st, HALT submitted
comments to the State Bar of

California’s Board of Governors sup-
porting its proposal to expand the use
of limited scope representation. The
Board’s proposal encourages civil
practice attorneys, law school clinics,
attorney referral networks, profes-
sional liability insurance companies
and courts to embrace limited scope
representation and to do their part to
ensure its success in California.

Limited scope representation allows
attorneys to assist clients with very
specific legal tasks like writing a letter,
reviewing a document or conducting

legal research, without providing full
representation. According to a recent
Los Angeles Times article, local bar as-
sociations in California and 12 other
states have changed their ethics rules to
now encourage lawyers to take cases
on a “limited scope” basis.

“Allowing unbundled services is a
win-win scenario for lawyers and con-
sumers of legal services,” said HALT
Executive Director Roger Gordon.
Consumers gain the ability to tailor the
amount and type of legal assistance
they receive to their particular legal
needs and financial ability. Lawyers re-
ceive clarification of what had been

ambiguous ethical guidelines in this
area. They also stand to benefit finan-
cially as a result of being able to offer
unbundled services to clients who
might have been unable to engage their
services for an entire case, but who
would be able to afford to hire them to
prepare pleadings.

The Los Angeles Times article also
said group-counseling sessions with a
lawyer are becoming more readily
available. These sessions, which in-
volve gathering people with similar le-
gal woes, slash costs because the
lawyer’s fees can be divided by the en-
tire group. �

HALT Supports Limited Scope Representation
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HALT welcomed three interns for
this spring semester. David Far-

ber is a senior Law and Society major
at American University, Payam
Mehraei is a senior Global Affairs ma-
jor at George Mason University and
Grace Wong is a junior Environmental
Policy Analysis and Urban Planning
major at the University of California,
Davis. �

Spring ‘09 Interns

David Farber, left, and Grace Wong, right.
Payam Mehraei, not pictured.
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HALT recently spoke with busi-
nessman Ethan Grossman who

has been a major supporter of HALT’s
work since 1993.

HALT: How did you first learn
about us?
Ethan: I first learned about HALT in
1993 when I visited the tenants of a
building I was planning to purchase in
Washington, D.C. Google was not
available back then so I had no easy
way of finding out in advance what
the tenants did. The name sign on the
door intrigued me. It read “Help Abol-
ish Legal Tyranny.” Bill Fry was the
Director and he provided me with

some good examples of his organiza-
tion’s work.
HALT: Once you learned about
HALT’s work, what particularly inter-
ested you?
Ethan: I was impressed by HALT’s
goals and the obvious need for those
goals to be pursued. I had friends
whose time and financial resources
were disproportionately drained by
seemingly routine legal matters. I had
employees who were intimidated by
the obstacle course they would have to
run to pursue their rights.
HALT: Why have you been a consis-
tant supporter?
Ethan: Over the years, as I saw sig-

nificant growth at HALT, I realized
that it was likely to have the staying
power and perseverance to pursue its
mission. I encouraged HALT to move
to their current offices. Because I
have my own office in that building, I
have been fortunate to see close up
the hard work and accomplishments
of the staff led by Jim Turner and now
by Roger Gordon.
HALT: Would you recommend sup-
porting HALT to others?
Ethan: I would. I think supporting
HALT is really an investment in much-
needed legal reform and I would en-
courage others to join me in supporting
HALT in the future. �
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Interview with HALT Donor Ethan Grossman

Announced tax changes for 2009
will provide relief for many tax-

payers in areas like estate planning and
retirement savings. Some of the key
changes affecting 2009 returns, filed by
most taxpayers in early 2010, include:

An Increase in the Gift Tax Exclu-
sion. For 2009, the annual gift tax ex-
clusion is $13,000, up from $12,000 in
2008. This means you can give up to
$13,000 to as many different individu-
als as you like this year without paying
gift tax. In addition to this annual ex-
clusion, you can also give up to $1 mil-
lion to individuals during your lifetime
without paying gift tax.

An Increase in the Federal Estate
Tax Exemption. The 2009 federal es-
tate tax exemption is $3.5 million, up
from $2 million in 2008. The increase
is expected to result in a major decline
in the number of estates subject to this
tax. Unless Congress acts, however,
the federal estate tax drops to $1 mil-
lion in 2010. As of this writing, Presi-
dent Obama’s announced plan is to
hold it at $3.5 million.

More Tax-free Savings for Retire-
ment. Those under the age of 50 can
now contribute up to $16,500 to their

401(k) plan, up from $15,500 in 2008.
Those 50 and older may contribute a
total of $22,000 a year to their 401(k)
plans, up from $20,500 last year. The
amount you can save in a traditional or
Roth IRA also went up in 2009. If
you’re under 50, you can now con-
tribute $5,000. If you’re 50 or older,
the amount is $6,000.

A Pass on Minimum Distribu-
tions. Before leaving office, Presi-
dent Bush signed legislation that al-
lows millions of people who are 70 or
older to skip taking distributions from
IRAs and certain other retirement
plans in 2009. The 2008 Recovery
Act lets those who do not yet need to
collect from their IRAs or other plans

in 2009 to skip their collection, which
allows them to have less taxable in-
come this year.

Higher Standard Deductions. The
new standard deduction for married
couples filing jointly is $11,400, up
from $10,900 in 2008. For individual
filers, the standard deduction goes up
to $5,700, from $5,450 last year.

Nanny Taxes. If you employ a
nanny or any other home employee
(housekeeper, babysitter, etc.) and pay
them a certain amount or more each
year, you will also be required to pay
Social Security and Medicare tax on
the wages you provide. For 2009, the
dollar threshold is $1,700, up from
$1,600 in 2008. �

Tax Changes in 2009 Will Provide Some Relief

Would you prefer to receive the Legal
Reformer by email, instead of snail

mail? If the answer is yes, write to us at
halt@halt.org and include “Send

me TLR by email” in the subject line.
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Book Sale

To purchase any of the titles listed, mail in the Publication Order Form along with a check,
money order or your credit card information to: HALT, 1612 K Street NW, Suite 510, 
Washington, DC 20006. Or, if it’s more convenient, call us toll-free at (888) 367-4258 
and charge your order. Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. DC residents add 6% sales tax.

Publication Order Form

Combined Federal Campaign # 10439

An Organization of
Americans for Legal Reform

1612 K Street, NW • Suite 510
Washington, DC 20006

Non-profit 
Organization
US Postage

PAID
AMI 22304

Title(s) Price

(DC Residents: Add 6% Sales Tax)
S&H 1-2 books $4.95/3-4 books $7.00
Additional Gift to HALT

TOTAL

Name: __________________________________________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________State: ________Zip: __________

Please charge to my credit card:
❑ Visa              ❑ MasterCard              ❑ American Express

Credit Card No.: ________________________________________________
Expiration Date: ________________________________________________

Signature: __________________________________Date: ______________
Phone Number:__________________________________________________

101 LAW FORMS FOR PERSONAL USE
This highly-rated do-it-yourself publication
contains the most common forms you need
to protect yourself, your family and your
assets. With 101 Law Forms you can clar-
ify your wishes, create legal agreements
and organize essential information. $19.95

USING A LAWYER
HALT’s seminal title has just been updated
with the latest information about how to
shopp for and work with an attorney.  Don’t
hire a lawyer without reading it first!$12.00

LIVING TRUST ADVISOR
This well-written and easy to understand
book provides you with not just the nuts
and bolts involved with creating a living
trust, but what questions you might want to
answer before you seek professional guid-
ance. $30.00

THE EXECUTOR’S GUIDE
Everything you need to know if you’ve
been named as an executor or trustee.
Learn what you have to do right away, in a
month and what can wait until later.$34.99

April–June 2009

From the 
Mailbox
Dear HALT,

I’ve been told that when I
place my assets in a living trust, I
no longer own them. Could this
be true?

Shocked in Selma

Dear Shocked,
It is true that when you set up a

living trust you relinquish owner-
ship of your assets to the trust.
However, if the trust is “revoca-
ble” and you appoint yourself as
trustee, you retain control and
have the same power to buy, sell,
transfer, or generally do what
you wish with your assets as you
would if they were not in a living
trust. You can even decide to re-
voke (cancel) the trust and take
back ownership of all the trust
property. Additional information
on living trusts can be found in
The Living Trust Advisor: Every-
thing You Need to Know about
Your Living Trust. Order a copy
by filling out the publication or-
der form on this page or by call-
ing HALT toll-free (888) 367-
4258. �
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